Prayer for North American Jews
on the 75th Anniversary of Israel’'s Founding

Source of life, Maker of wonders
Bless the State of Israel and all the
inhabitants of the land

Protect her with infinite compassion
Spread over her your shelter of peace
Strengthen the hearts and the will of
its citizens

Calling out for justice and democracy
May their voices ring out like a shofar
throughout the land

A budding redemption

Help them replant what has been
uprooted and tend what has been
neglected

So the seedling promises of refuge
and equality blossom and thrive

May their feet not give way, let them
not tire nor slumber nor succumb to
fear

Grant strength and courage

Nurture a shared future for all who call
the land home

Healer of the broken-hearted

Sustain our hope

Help us celebrate what was and is
miraculous in Israel’'s founding

help us grieve all that has been lost in
the realization of that dream,

May we be strong enough and honest
enough to carry the shattered along
with the whole

May our love and our commitment to
the vision of the Prophets endure like
honey from the rock

May we be partners with the Divine
and with allthe inhabitants of the land
in establishing and protecting justice,
peace and joy

Rabbi Ayelet Cohen
Yom HaAtzma'ut 2023
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(Prayer for the State of Israel, Lev 25:9-10, Psalm 121:3-4, Deut
31:6, Psalm 147:3, Israel Declaration of Independence, Deut 32:13)

the rabbinic call for human rights



